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large as Paris or as small as the smallest village-community,
grossly over-represented rural France. In spite of frequent at-
tempts to redress the balance, the constitution of the Republic
never adequately adjusted itself to a more highly industrial-
ized nation, dependent for prosperity and national security on
her industry more than on her peasant agriculture. The indus-
trialists and the industrial workers were at times forced to feel
that it was less etheir Republic' than it was the peasants': and
the peasants came to fear the political movements associated
with industrialism as a potential menace to their own political
power.
The Industrial Workers
When the Third Republic was founded, the industrial revo-
lution was really only beginning to make itself widely felt in
French life. The period of greatest industrial expansion was to
come between 1870 and 1914, and continued between the two
wars: though even then France developed more slowly and less
uniformly than her powerful neighbours in Europe. If the out-
put of her blast furnaces increased six-fold between 1870 and
1904, Germany's grew ten-fold in the same years. Being able
to export agricultural produce and buy manufactured goods in
return, she tended to leave many branches of manufacturing
to others. There were two exceptions to this general policy.
The needs of national defence dictated the fullest possible de-
velopment of her coal resources and metallurgical works. And
in the sphere of fine craftsmanship and precision-work, she
became one of the great workshops of the world. But only the
urgent demands of the war between 1914 and 1918 made
France develop her industries on a massive scale, and produced
a second industrial revolution, violently carried through in the
worst conditions, so that scars and disequilibrium were left in
her economic and social life. The silent French revolution of
1914-18 was the displacement of the pre-war industrial worker,
technically skilled, alertly intelligent and politically indi-
vidualist, by the operatives of mass-production, herded into the
big towns, and including among their ranks many foreign
immigrants.